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Municipal Waste in Europe
Towards a European Recycling Society

What are the problems posed by municipal waste in European cities? What 
operational decisions must be taken in order to manage these wastes properly? 
What are the current policies and legislation which apply? Each of these 
questions is addressed within this publication.

The authors have set out to describe – in both quantitative and qualitative 
terms – the “waste mountain” which faces public authorities across Europe, and 
to highlight the many challenges presented. The book systematically analyses 
European policy, in particular the EU Waste Framework Directive of November 
22, 2008. This is supported with analyses of the different approaches to source 
reduction, the organisation of collection systems, the choices to be made 
between waste treatment options, all the while considering associated costs.

This book contains a wealth of information which will make it an essential 
reference work!

The European network ACR+ (Associations of Cities and Regions for 
Recycling and sustainable Resource management – www.acrplus.org) 
was able to undertake this review thanks to 15 years of international 
work addressing the challenging question of municipal waste 
management.



FOREWORD

PART 1: THE MUNICIPAL WASTE 
“MOUNTAIN”: THE CHALLENGES 
AHEAD

CHAPTER 1: Municipal Waste Stocks
1. What is municipal waste?
2. �Production of municipal waste in Europe
3. �Municipal waste: only the tip of the iceberg
4. Towards a waste mountain…

5. �The contents of our bins

CHAPTER 2: The Stakes involved in the 
Waste Issue
1. Waste: a complex reality
2. A break in the life cycle
3. �A composition that is very diverse
4. A source of pollution…
5. �…as well as being a source of raw materials
6. The exhaustion of natural resources
7. Combating climate change
8. The socio-economic stakes

PART 2:  THE EUROPEAN POLITICAL 
AND LEGAL CONTEXT

CHAPTER 3: Political Orientations for 
Waste Management
1. �European construction and the  

environmental issue
2. �The orientations stemming from environ-

mental action programmes
3. �The orientations stemming from thematic 

and other strategies
4. Fundamental legal principles

CHAPTER 4: The new Framework 
Directive
1. �Scope of the framework regulation  

concerning waste
2. General principles
3. �Planning and scheduling obligations
4. �Authorisation, inspection and sanction  

obligations
5. Requirements specific to certain flows

CHAPTER 5: Other European 
Regulations

1. �The regulation concerning incineration, lan-
dfilling and transfrontier movements

2. �Regulations concerning specific waste flows

3. Miscellaneous

PART 3: OPTIMISING WASTE 
MANAGEMENT: WHAT ARE THE 
OPERATIONAL CHOICES?

CHAPTER 6: Reduction at Source

1. �A waste prevention concept with variable 
geometry

2. �Why be concerned about prevention?

3. Waste prevention measures

4. �EU prevention strategies

5. �Policies established by local and regional 
authorities

CHAPTER 7: Organising Collections

1. �How to organise selective collection

2. �Examples of selective collection in Europe

3. Collection of residual waste

Chapitre 8 : Treatment Processes

1. Materials recycling

2. Composting and anaerobic digestion

3. Mechanical and biological treatment (mbt)

4. Energy recovery

5. Landfill disposal

CHAPTER 9: Municipal Waste 
Management Costs and Financing

1. Waste management costs in Europe

2. �Analysis and comparison of the waste 
management costs

3. �Financing methods for waste management 
and assigning costs

CONCLUSION

ANNEX: Municipal Waste Management  
in 27 European Capitals

Table of contents



En v i ro n m e n t c o l l e c t i o n

Ou t n ow

Victoires Éditions - SARL au capital de 91 470 € - RCS Paris B 342 731 247

O
rd

e
r 

Fo
rm

To
 r

ec
ei

ve
 th

is
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n 
 

co
m

pl
et

e 
th

is
 f

or
m

V
ic

to
ir

e
s 

Éd
it

io
n

s
*

 V
IC

TO
IR

ES
 É

D
IT

IO
N

S 
– 

Se
rv

ic
e 

ve
nt

es
 –

 3
8,

 r
ue

 C
ro

ix
-d

es
-P

et
its

-C
ha

m
ps

 -
 C

S 
30

01
6 

– 
75

03
8 

Pa
ris

 C
ed

ex
 0

1
 

)
 T

él
. :

 0
1 

53
 4

5 
96

 6
8 

– 
6

 F
ax

 : 
01

 5
3 

45
 9

1 
89

 –
 @

 v
en

te
@

vi
ct

oi
re

s-
ed

iti
on

s.
fr

E-
m

ai
l :

 v
en

te
@

vi
ct

oi
re

s-
ed

iti
on

s.
fr

 —
 s

ite
 : 

w
w

w
.v

ic
to

ire
s-

ed
iti

on
s.

fr

 I 
w

is
h 

to
 r

ec
ei

ve
 th

is
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n

P
ri

ce
: 
€
2
0
 (

Ta
xe

s 
In

cl
u

d
e
d

)
in

 …
…

…
…

…
.. 

co
py

(ie
s)

at
: 

…
…

…
…

…
. 

x 
€

20
 T

ax
es

 in
cl

ud
ed

 (
In

cl
ud

es
 5

.5
%

 V
AT

)
+

 P
&

P
 c

o
st

: 
€

1
0
*

TO
TA

L

Pa
ym

en
t

 C
he

ck
 (

pa
ya

bl
e 

to
 V

ic
to

ire
s 

Ed
iti

on
s)

 V
is

a 
ca

rd
 

C
VV

* 
  

  
  

  
  

 E
xp

ire
s

*W
rit

e 
he

re
 th

e 
la

st
 3

 d
ig

its
 o

f t
he

 c
ry

pt
og

ra
m

 o
n 

th
e 

ba
ck

 o
f y

ou
r c

ar
d

�D
a

te
 	

Si
g

n
a

tu
re

 o
b

li
g

a
to

ry
  

a
n

d
 S

ta
m

p
:

Ex
a

m
p

le
: 

fo
r 

on
e 

co
p

y,
  

to
ta

l 
p

ri
ce

 i
s 
€

30
 

03
5_

09

M
un

ic
ip

al
 W

as
te

  
in

 E
ur

op
e

Su
rn

a
m

e
, 

N
a

m
e
/O

rg
a

n
is

a
ti

o
n

 (
bl

oc
k 

ca
pi

ta
ls

) 
:

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

/T
it

le
 :

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

A
d

d
re

ss
:

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

P
o
st

a
l 

co
d

e
	

To
w

n
 :

	
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
..

Te
l.
 :

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

..
Fa

x 
: 

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
..

Em
a

il
:..

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

In
 a

cc
or

da
nc

e 
wi

th
 th

e 
La

w 
on

 F
re

ed
om

 a
nd

 In
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 w
e 

in
fo

rm
 y

ou
 th

at
 th

e 
de

ta
ils

 c
ol

lec
ted

 w
ill 

se
rv

e 
as

 
yo

ur
 p

ur
ch

as
e.

 T
he

y w
ill 

al
so

 se
rv

e 
to

 in
fo

rm
 yo

u 
ab

ou
t o

ur
 p

ro
du

cts
. A

lso
 th

ro
ug

h 
us

, o
ur

 p
ar

tn
er

s m
ay

 co
nt

ac
t 

yo
u 

di
re

ctl
y. 

Tic
k 

th
e 

bo
x i

f y
ou

 w
an

t t
hi

s. 
❏

Fo
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 th

is
 b

oo
k,

  
co

nt
ac

t u
s 

at
 +

33
 1

 5
3 

45
 9

6 
68

 o
r 

at
 w

w
w

.v
ic

to
ire

s-
ed

iti
on

s.
fr


