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First policy roundtable on

Legal and Economic Barriers to Food Waste 
Prevention & Reduction

Foodrus project: www.foodrus.eu

… explore our Virtual Library (top-right menu)

The meeting will start at 10AM CET

While waiting to kick-off …

11 October 2023

Online session

http://www.foodrus.eu
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First policy roundtable on

Legal and Economic Barriers to Food Waste 
Prevention & Reduction

Agnese Boccalon

ACR+, Senior Project Manager

A meeting organized by: ACR+

Association of Cities and Regions for Sustainable Resources Management

11 October 2023

Online session

Lauriane Noirot

ACR+, Project Officer

Nuria Cases I Sampere

ACR+, Project Manager



The FOODRUS project has received funding from the 

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 

programme under grant agreement N°101000617 

Some house rules

❖ Meeting will be recorded

❖ Please mute your microphones

❖ Questions at the end of the presentation (use the chat meanwhile)

❖ Your interaction is most welcome! We love to hear from you!
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Agenda of the meeting
❖ PART 1: Introduction on the policy landscape 

around FLW (10.00 to 10.20)

❖ PART 2: Interactive session on existing barriers to 
FLW prevention and reduction (Miro Board) – part 1 
(10.25 – 11.00)

5 minutes refreshment break at 11.00 

❖ PART 2 (CONT): Interactive session on existing 
barriers to FLW prevention and reduction (Miro 
Board) – part 2 (11.05 – 11.45)

❖ PART 3: Wrap-up and follow-up
(11.45- 12.00)
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PART 1

Setting the scene
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The FOODRUS project
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27 partners representing academia, companies, 

networks, industry associations and not-for-profits

5 + 3 Associated Regions

H2020 €6M funding - Nov 2020-April 2024

23 solutions to create resilient local food systems in Europe

Innovation Catalogue on FLW valorization opportunities

Sustainable Food System Best Practices Catalogue

E-learning materials for different FVC actors

IT tools development for FW quantification and prevention 



The FOODRUS project has received funding from the 

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 

programme under grant agreement N°101000617 

Why to work on FLW policy analysis?
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Policies shape behavior

Behavior shapes practices

Practices generate food losses and waste

FLW generates dispersal of limited resources

Correcting policies leads to efficiency gains in 
resources management, with benefits for all actors
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Policy Workshops on Food Waste Prevention
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1° Policy workshop:

LEGAL & ECONOMIC BARRIERS TO 

FOOD WASTE PREVENTION AND 

REDUCTION

2° Policy workshop:

RECOMMENDATIONS ON IMPROVEMENT 

OF THE LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK AROUND FOOD 

WASTE PREVENTION AND REDUCTION

11 October 2023 November/December 2023

Presenting findings

Collect feedback 

Validating relevance

Describe key barriers
Understanding
the causes

Identifying adopted or 
potential solutions

Suggesting needed
policy adjustments
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How did we identify the barriers?

Literature review

- EU policies

- Previous project findings

- National legislation

- Sector specific report
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Assessment with pilots

- Vegetables (SP)

- Fish & Meat (DK)

- Bread (SK)

Assessment with Associated regions

Online survey Learning from experinces of 
FVC business operators

- 4 Foodrus webinar series on 
SFS Innovations
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Which perspective did we take for policy 
assessment? 

• Prevention over Reduction

• Businesses over Consumers
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Credits image: IFPRI Research Guielines
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What did we excluded from the analysis

Legislation on imported goods
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End-consumers 
focused approach

In-depth food 
safety review
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Why addressing FW is important 1/3

Ethically
unacceptable

11% of people in the world are 
food insecure (~ 690-780M 
people, FAO)

30M Europeans (~ 7% of all EU) 
are not able to access healthy
nutricious foood on a daily basis
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Financially
inefficient

EU €130B(127kg/pp) 
(Eurostat, 2022)

IT (January 2023): 
6,5billion EUR (27kg/pp) 
Source: Waste Watcher 

Environmentally
unsustainable

60% of terrestrial

biodiversity loss due 
to agriculture

Source UNEP IRP

High climate
impact 

24% of global GHG 
emissions are related to 
food production

33% of soil degradation
due to chemical
processes of food 
production (acidification, 
salinization, compaction, 
chemical pollution, etc.) 

Source UNEP IRP

https://www.sprecozero.it/news/il-caso-italia-2023-vale-oltre-9-miliardi-e-lo-spreco-di-cibo-in-italia-la-nuova-indagine-waste-watcher-racconta-anche-i-consumi-degli-italiani/#:~:text=%C2%ABVale%20complessivamente%206%2C48%20miliardi,la%20sfida%20si%20pu%C3%B2%20vincere.
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/food-systems-and-natural-resources
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/food-systems-and-natural-resources
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Why addressing FW is important 2/3
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Why addressing FW is important 3/3
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Why addressing FW is important 3/3
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The food waste reduction gap
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Source: Eurostat dataset env_wasfw

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/env_wasfw/default/table?lang=en
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The food waste reduction gap - translated
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18%  Food 

processing industry

55% Households
11% Primary 

production (FL)

9% Horeca

7% Retail and 

distribution sector
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How far are we from closing the gap?
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Food waste data: a deeper look – level 1
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Population EU-27:  447 million inhabitants

10 countries (240 million inhabitants) : estimated data

54% of EU 

population !
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Food waste data: a deeper look – level 2
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Population EU-27:  447 million inhabitants

10 countries (240 million inhabitants) : estimated data

5 countries (113 million inhabitants): different 

boundary conditions & FLW definitions
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Food waste data: a deeper look – level 3
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Population EU-27:  447 million inhabitants

10 countries (240 million inhabitants) : estimated data

5 countries (113 million inhabitants): different boundary 

conditions & FLW definitions

4 countries (33 million inhabitants - 7% of EU 

population): no data / impossibility to report!!
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How far are we from closing the gap on FW generation?

→ You can not develop an effective strategy for reduction or 
prevention when you do not know WHERE, HOW, and BY 
WHOM food waste is being produced.  
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PART 2

Interactive session 

(Miro Board)
10.25-11.45
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Identified barriers and their relevance 
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Which questions we would like to be answered? 

1. Are the identified barriers REPRESENTATIVE of the 
situation across multiple EU member states?

2. Are the identified barriers still persisting, or are there
examples where they have been overcome?

- If so, how?

3. What are other possible barriers that we did not identify? 
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PART 3

Wrap-up and follow-up

11.45 . 12.00
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How far did we answer the 3 questions? 

1. Are the identified barriers REPRESENTATIVE of the 
situation across multiple EU member states?

2. Are the identified barriers still persisting, or are there
examples where they have been overcome?

- If so, how?

3. What are other possible barriers that we did not identify? 
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Policy Workshops on Food Waste Prevention
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1° Policy workshop:

LEGAL & ECONOMIC BARRIERS TO 

FOOD WASTE PREVENTION AND 

REDUCTION

2° Policy workshop:

RECOMMENDATIONS ON IMPROVEMENT 

OF THE LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK AROUND FOOD 

WASTE PREVENTION AND REDUCTION

11 October 2023 November/December 2023

Presenting findings

Collect feedback 

Validating relevance

Describe key barriers
Understanding
the causes

Identifying adopted or 
potential solutions

Suggesting needed
policy adjustments
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Thank you very much for your
partecipation!
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PROJECT COORDINATOR

Ainhoa Alonso, Universidad de Deusto ainhoa.alonso@deusto.es

COMMUNICATION COORDINATOR

Daniel Lissoni, Greenovate! Europe

d.lissoni@greenovate-europe.eu
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Connect with us!

foodrus.eu@foodrus_eu FOODRUS
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Project partners
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