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CYCLE | ACR+ organises event on circular economy competences in lifelong
learning

Brussels, Belgium. The event "Circular Economy Competences Making the Case for Lifelong
Learning", hosted on 19 February at the European Parliament by MEP Silvia Costa and
organised by ACR+ in the framework of the Erasmus+ CYCLE project, brought together key
actors working on incorporating circular economy competences in education and lifelong
learning.
The fully booked event was opened by MEP Silvia Costa, who stressed the importance of
mainstreaming circular thinking in lifelong learning policies. The MEP also reported on the dialogue
between the Parliament and the European Commission aimed at introducing recitals on climate
change and sustainable development goals in the text of the next Erasmus+ 2021/2027 programme.
Afterwards, Callum Blackburn from Zero Waste Scotland gave an introductory speech calling for
international cooperation for circular economy education based on strategic partnerships that facilitate
mutual learning.
The first thematic panel tackled the issue of circular thinking in education. Graham Atwell from
Pontydysgu presented the e-learning platform that is currently being developed within the CYCLE
project. The platform, which will be launched in May 2019, aims to collect training material on circular
economy for adult educators. Sander Bos and Heleentje Swart from the Dutch Fryslan Region showed
how governments and schools are already working together within the regional SPARK initiative to
achieve a circular change in educational methods, practices and tools.
The second panel focused on how to upskill waste, repair and reuse industries. Fiona Craig introduced
the audience to the SWITCH Forum, a multi-partnership forum made up of organisations active across
all the sub-sectors of resource management. The SWITCH Forum aims to support continuous
improvement in education and training and in health and safety in this sector. Roberto Cerqueira from
LIPOR presented the training programmes of the LIPOR Academy, which include circular economy as
an area of knowledge.
The speakers of the last panel discussed the evolution of the labour market related to the circular
economy and the skills that will be increasingly required for circular jobs. Lorenzo Barucca from
Legambiente presented the key outcomes of a study carried out together with the University of
Padova, about the main connections between innovative industries (Industry 4.0) and circular
economy. Joke Dufourmont from Circle Economy presented the mapping of core and enabling circular
jobs in the city of Amsterdam, reflecting on the technical and transversal competencies that underlie
them.
The slides of the presentations made at the event are available on the ACR+ website.
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CYCLE is a 24-month project coordinated by: Dramblys (ES), and with ACR+ - Association of Cities
and Regions for Sustainable Resource Management (BE), 3s srl (AT), PIN s.c.r.l. (IT), 36,6
Competence Centre (PL) and Pontydysgu (UK as partners). The project has received funding from the
European Union Erasmus+ programme under grant agreement No 2017-1-ES01-KA204-038470

The Association of Cities and Regions for sustainable Resource management (ACR+) is an international
network of cities and regions sharing the aim of promoting sustainable resource management and accelerating
the transition towards a circular economy on their territories and beyond. The network, gathering around 90
members, is open to other key players in the field of material resource management such as NGOs, academic
institutions, consultancies or private organisations. Members’ needs and priorities define the network’s activities,
which include facilitating the exchange of experiences between members, sharing technical and policy information
and livening up the network. To strengthen the knowledge and capacities of the network and push for innovation
in the field of material resource management, ACR+ is also involved in several projects at European level and in
the Mediterranean region, in cooperation with its members.
For more information visit our website: www.acrplus.org or follow us on Twitter: @ACRplus

