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Municipal Solid Waste:
A Key Sector for a Low-Carbon Economy, New Report Finds
A newly released report has found that the waste sector has a key role to play in the development of a low
carbon economy and the reduction of greenhouse gases (GHGs).¹ The report will be launched at a press
conference, organised by Zero Waste France in Paris on 27 October 2015.² This report comes in advance of
the UN Climate Conference in Paris, which will take place in December 2015.
The report was commissioned by Zero Waste Europe, in partnership with Zero Waste France and ACR+. The
report finds that the role played by waste prevention and improved waste management in reducing GHG
emissions and in the development of a low carbon economy has previously been significantly understated, partly
due to the structure of the national inventories of the UNFCCC.³
The report further provides an accurate examination of the true impact of waste management on climate change
and carbon emissions. It confirms that actions at the top of the waste hierarchy – including waste prevention
initiatives, reuse and recycling - have considerable scope to reduce climate change emissions.
As the report states “A climate friendly strategy, as regards materials and waste, will b e one in which materials are
continually cycling through the economy, and where the leakage of materials into residual waste treatments is
minimised“. For example, recycling 1 tonne of plastic packaging can be a saving of 500 kg CO2 eq, whereas
using one tonne less plastic packaging results in avoiding 6 times more emissions (3 tonnes CO2 eq).
In the report 11 key recommendations are made, calling for waste policies to be redesigned in order to prioritise
the higher level options of the ‘Waste Hierarchy’ (waste prevention, reuse and recycling) and immediately
reallocate climate finance subsidies which are currently supporting energy generation from waste. These
recommendations put a strong focus on correcting methodological issues that are currently preventing Member
states and the European Union from implementing waste policies that are efficient in terms of GHG emissions.
The report shows that in the decarbonising economy required to mitigate the worst impacts of climate change,
technologies such as incineration will become less attractive options and ultimately present an obstacle to a low
carbon economy.
Mariel Vilella, Zero Waste Europe’s Associate Director and Head of the Climate Policy Programme said: “For far
too long the climate impact of waste management has b een overlooked. Now it’s clear that waste prevention,
reuse and recycling are climate change solutions that need to b e fully integrated into a low carb on economy. Both
at the EU and international level, it is time to shift climate finance support to these climate-friendly options instead
of waste incineration, which in fact contrib utes to climate change and displaces livelihoods of recyclers worldwide.”
Delphine Lévi Alvarès, Zero Waste France’s Advocacy Officer,said: “With France hosting the COP21 in
Decemb er, it is a real opportunity to raise decision makers’ awareness ab out the real impact of waste
management on climate change and the extent to which Zero Waste strategies have to b e put on the agenda of
solutions to climate mitigation supported b y the French government.”
Françoise Bonnet, Secretary General of ACR+ said: “Efficiency and smart waste management is key for a low
carb on economy. Still, it is only the tip of the iceb erg as a much b igger impact can b e achieved through resource
efficiency and adopting a life-cycle perspective”.
¹ Download The executive summary - The full report - The Appendices
² More information about the event
³ United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
ENDS
Download the Executive summary - The full report - The technical appendices
If you wish to download the Press Kit, please click here.
To consult this Press Release online follow this link.
Contact:
Zero Waste Europe
Mariel Vilella
Associate Director and Head of Climate Policy Programme
+44 792 7079-154 - mariel@zerowasteeurope.eu
Matt Franklin
Communications & Programme Officer
+44 792 337-3831 - matt@zerowasteeurope.eu
Zero Waste France
Delphine Lévi Alvarès
Advocacy Officer
+33 7 89 85 06 58 - delphine@zerowastefrance.org
ACR+
Françoise Bonnet

Secretary General
+32 474 412 653 - fb@acrplus.org

For more information about ACR+, visit our website www.acrplus.org or follow us on Twitter @ACRplus

ACR+Secretariat
Avenue d'Auderghem 63 - B-1040 Brussels - Belgium
T+32 2 234 65 00 - F+ 32 2 234 65 01
info@acrplus.org - www.acrplus.org

