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Press Release 

 

To be released immediately                   16 May 2019 

 

WINPOL | How can waste management benefit from the use of information and 
data? 

 

 
Information can be used to optimise waste collection, improve analysis and policy-making in 

the field of waste, and provide feedback to the citizens to steer their behaviour in the desired 

direction. Already today, cities and regions across Europe are doing this, but they can achieve 

even more by working together. This is the outcome of the first seminar of the WINPOL project, 

where European experts exchanged good practices and identified first opportunities for 

collaboration. 

 

              
 

Maribor, Slovenia – On 14 May 2019 the first of a series of seminars on innovation in the waste 

field kicked off in the framework of the European-funded project WINPOL. This event was hosted by 

Snaga, the public waste management company of the City of Maribor, and focused on the collection 

and use of information to optimise waste management. It gathered project partners and their local 

stakeholders to exchange relevant good practices existing on their territories. Additional experiences 

were brought by external experts invited by ACR+, the Advisory Partner of the project. 

 

More than 10 practices, interesting and inspiring to both project partners and external experts, were 

presented during the seminar, which is part of the “Interregional Learning” phase of the project. This 

phase is meant for WINPOL partners to exchange, identify good practices and elaborate action 

plans on the transfer of relevant experiences on their territories. Thus, the meeting also included 

two site-visits to Snaga’s installations: the automated sorting plant for communal waste and one of 

the three collection centres located in the city of Maribor. The seminar already counts with successful 

outcomes as the project partner City of Antwerp and two of the experts invited by ACR+ – LIPOR, the 

public waste management of the wider Porto region in Portugal, and the City of Amsterdam in the 

Netherlands – identified possibilities for collaboration and will continue bilateral exchanges. 

 

In the following months, partners will continue identifying good practices in preparation of the second 

thematic seminar focusing on innovative models for collection, prevention and recycling, which 

is set to take place in late Autumn 2019 and hosted by the City of Antwerp. In the meantime, local 

actors in the partners’ territories can get involved in the WINPOL project through a series of events 

organised by the partners. 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/acrplus/winpol_1st_seminar_maribor?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.interregeurope.eu/winpol/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/winpol/events/
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Maribor, circular economy in action 

 

The WINPOL project meeting was not the only event linked to circular economy happening in Maribor 

this week. On 16 and 17 May 2019, Maribor is hosting the 4th edition of the Circular Change 

conference. The ambition of this edition is to move towards “less talk, more action”, that is translating 

the numerous reports, data, guidelines and other documents existing on circular economy into 

concrete actions, radical collaboration and scalable success stories. ACR+ has contributed to this 

conference by sharing good practices from its network and highlighting the importance of collaboration 

in a session on the future of food and packaging. 

 

 

-- ENDS -- 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact:   

ACR+ Secretariat – Bilyana Spasova 

E-mail: bs@acrplus.org   

Tel: +32 2 234 65 00 

 

 

  

The WINPOL project - Waste Management Intelligent Systems and Policies - aims to foster and promote the use 

of intelligent equipment and planning derived from it, through improved waste management policies, thus 

contributing to waste minimisation in European cities and regions. Find out more information about the project on 

www.interregeurope.eu/winpol 

  

 

 

The Association of Cities and Regions for sustainable Resource management (ACR+) is an international 

network of cities and regions sharing the aim of promoting sustainable resource management and accelerating 

the transition towards a circular economy on their territories and beyond. The network, gathering around 90 

members, is open to other key players in the field of material resource management such as NGOs, academic 

institutions, consultancies or private organisations. Members’ needs and priorities define the network’s activities, 

which include facilitating the exchange of experiences between members, sharing technical and policy information 

and livening up the network. To strengthen the knowledge and capacities of the network and push for innovation 

in the field of material resource management, ACR+ is also involved in several projects at European level and in 

the Mediterranean region, in cooperation with its members. 

 

For more information visit our website: www.acrplus.org or follow us on Twitter: @ACRplus 

https://circularchange-conference.com/
https://circularchange-conference.com/
mailto:bs@acrplus.org
http://www.interregeurope.eu/winpol
http://www.acrplus.org/
https://twitter.com/acrplus

